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Your Welcome to our monthly newsletter, where you’ll
find reflections to nourish your spirit, important
community updates, and highlights of upcoming events.
Each section is designed to help you stay connected with
the life of our parish and deepen your walk with Christ.
Below, you'll see a brief overview of each section in this
issue along with the page number where you can find
it.

Holy Trinity Summer Camp (p. 2)- Save the Date 6/2-6/4

Focus Gateway City Update (p. 2)

Stewardship Enrollment (p. 3)

Message from the Church Board President (p. 3)

Saint of the Month (pp. 4-5)- Saint Alexius

Lenten Retreat (p. 6)- 3/21 @ Sts. Constantine & Helen’s

Greek Orthodox Church

Choir News / Young Adult Group (p.7)

Pan Orthodox Vespers Schedule (p. 8)

Spomenka’s Corner (p 9)- Catch up on church news

SOCA Festival - Save the dates 10/9-10/11

Two Month Calendar (pg.11-12): Schedule of Liturgy

and Services
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FOCUS Gateway City Update

Holy Trinity sponsored its first Focus Sunday supper of 2026 on the most befitting day of
Judgement Sunday, February 15th. The Kolo ladies prepared a delicious meal that included
pork tenderloin, baked potatoes, green beans, and cake for dessert. We were fortunate to
have some assistance from other Orthodox Christians outside our parish to complete the
dinner service and food pantry operation. Volunteers served 120 meals! Thank you to all
who assisted. As a reminder, FOCUS Gateway City provides guests with breakfast and access
to the food pantry on Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.

You may volunteer for breakfast service directly online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-56810254-breakfast#/

In Christ, Nick Dopuch



FINAL CALL for Stewardship 2026!

The 2026 Holy Trinity Stewardship open enrollment
period is ending soon! Holy Trinity parishioners
wishing to participate must complete and submit their
2026 stewardship commitment no later than the
deadline of March 1st.

If you do not have a stewardship card or misplaced it, you can find
stewardship cards in the narthex of the church or on the church bulletin
board in the hall. In addition, you may also complete your stewardship
commitment online at https://forms.gle/vFc2jt8sBUMHmiRGzs.

I encourage all parishioners to participate in this important ministry of
Holy Trinity.

In Christ,

Nick Dopuch Stewardship Chairperson

MESSAGE FROM THE CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENT

As we enter into March, we begin our time of fasting to prepare ourselves for
Easter. This is a time of spiritual renewing, prayer and reflecting on the
Sacrafice, Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord and Savior. The Council of
Nicaea in 325 calculated and established the date to celebrate Easter. This was
done mainly to unify Christians throughout the world to celebrate Easter on
the same day along with practicing Lent at the same time. Although customs
and traditions may vary among countries and villages, they all respectfully
point in the same direction, that this season is first, a time for fasting and
preparation for Easter.

We are grateful for everyone who is volunteering their time to help during
Fish Fest. It’s beginning to look like we are once again expecting a huge
turnout. Thanks for all your hard work in continuing to make this event
successful and a great experience for our guests.

Michael Vujnich, Church Board President




Alexius of Rome

Saint Alexius, the Man of God, is one of the most powerful examples of il
evangelical humility, renunciation, and complete trust in God’s
providence. His life was quiet and hidden from the eyes of the world, |
yet precisely because of that, it was magnificent before God.

He was born in Rome in the 5th century to a pious and wealthy family
of the senator Euphemianus. His parents had long been childless and
received him as an answer to their tearful prayers. Though raised in §
abundance, from an early age he showed love for prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving. He did not attach his heart to earthly riches but sought '
first the Kingdom of God. {

When he came of age, his parents arranged a marriage for him to a | |
virtuous and devout young woman. However, moved by a deep desire
for a life wholly dedicated to God, and with her consent to live in
purity, he left his home on the very night of the wedding. He did not do
this out of disdain for marriage, but because he felt called by the Lord

to a path of complete

renunciation.

He traveled to Edessa in Syria, where he lived for seventeen years as a
beggar near the Church of the Most Holy Theotokos. Whatever he
received, he shared with the poor. He ate only what was necessary to
survive, wore rags, and spent his days and nights in prayer. There he |
acquired profound spiritual wisdom and endurance.

When his holiness became known and people began to honor him, he fled again to avoid
human glory. By God’s providence, he returned to Rome, but his parents did not recognize
him. He asked to live as a poor man in a corner of their house. His father, not knowing he
was his own son, allowed him to stay out of mercy. There he lived for another seventeen
years. The servants mocked and mistreated him, yet he endured everything in silence,
giving thanks to God. Each

day he saw his parents grieving for their lost son, yet he did not reveal his identity. His
humility reached its fullness—he lived in his own home as a stranger.

Priest Vladimir Terzic




Anexcej Boxxuju yoBek

Caetu Anekcej, Boxxuju 4oBek, jeiaH je Of HAjCHOKHUJUX pUMepa
jeBaHbencKor cMypersa, OApULIAKA U IIOTIIYHOT [T0Bepewa y Boxxuju
npomucao. Hberos >KUBOT je TUX, CKPUBEH O7] 04U}y CBETA, AU YIIPaBO
3aro BenuyaHcTBeH npes Borom. PoheH je y Pumy y no60oxxHoj u
6oraroj mopoauiy ceHaropa EBpumujana. Hberosu popuresbu ayro
HUCY UMM Jielie ¥ U3MOJIMIIH Cy I'a Cy3aMa ¥ MoIUTBaMa. OApacTao
je y u3061Iby, an¥ je Of MaseHa MOKa3UBao /by6aB MpeMa MONTUTBH,
nocty u munoctusu. Hujece Be3ao 3a mponasHo 6 orarcrso, Beh je
cpuem Tpakuo ILlapcrBo Boxuje.

Kaya je cracao, poauTesbu Cy Ta O’KEHUJIN YECTUTOM U 0J1ar04ecTUBOM JieBojkoM. MeljyTum,
Boh)eH AyOOKOM 3KeJhOM 3a CaBPIIEHUJUM JyXOBHUM JKUBOTOM, OH j€, Y3 JIOTOBOP Ca CBOjOM
CyIIpyrom /a he >KMBETH y UHCTOTH, UCTe HONU HaIycTHUO oM. Huje To yumHMo U3
HEIIOIIITOBamwa rpema 6paky, Beh us ocehaja s1a ra 'ocoy; mpu3uBa Ha MOJIBUT MTOTILYHOT
OJIpUIIAIHA.

Orumiao je y Enecy y Cupwuju, r7ie je ceraMHaecT roAuHa JKUBEO Kao IMPOCcjak Iopes XpaMa
IIpecBete Boropoaurie. CBe 11To 61 J0O6HO €U0 je CHpoMaINIHUMa. XPaHUO ce OHUM IIITO
My je OMJIO IOBOJHHO 3a OTICTAHAK, HOCUO JIDOEbKE U ITPOBOUO aHe U HOhH y MOJIUTBH. Ty
je crekao aap AyOOoKe JIyXOBHE MyAPOCTH U TPI/bEHha.

Kaza je merosa cBeTOCT Imocrasjia Imo3HaTa M Hapoj/I II0YEO /ia Ta MOIITYyje, OH je, Oexxehu of
cj1aBe, IIOHOBO HamycTHo MecTo. [Ipomuciom boxkujum Bpatno ce y Pum, am ra poauresbu
HHCY MIPEMO3HAIN. 3aMOJINO je Jla ’KUBU Kao CHpPOMax y yIIy ibuxoBe Kyhe. Otall, He 3Hajyhu
Jla My je TO CUH, U3 MUJIOCpha je T03BOJIHO.

Ty je npoxuBeo jour ceflamHaect roguHa. Ciiyre cy ra oHUKaBajie, pyraje My ce U 4eCTO
3JI0CTaBJbaJie, AJIU je OH CBe TpIieo hyTtke, 6;1aromapehu bory. CBakora /1aHa je riieiao

CBOj€e POAUTEhE KAKO TYTY]y 3a U3Try0JbeHUM CUHOM, aJI HUje OTKPUBAO CBOj UJ€HTUTET.
HberoBo cMupeme JOCTHUIJIO je BPXyHAaIl — KUBEO je Y COIICTBEHOM JIOMY Kao CTpaHail.

[Ipen cMpT je HamECAo IMHUCMO Y KOjeM je omucao cBoj »KuBOT. Kaja je mpefao aymry bory, mo
BokujeM OTKpPHBEIDY MICMO je IPOYUTAHO U Ta/la Ce Ca3HAJIO J]a je HeIIO3HATH CUpOMax 0o
cuH Te Kyhe. Pum je 6mo morpecen. OHaj Kora cy Ipe3upasiu, II0Ka3ao ce Kao BEJIUKHU
yroguuk boxxuju.

Y BpeMeHy Kajia ce Jbyiu Oope 3a BUIJbHUBOCT, yCIIEX U MPU3Hame, CBeTH AJieKcej Hac yuu
71a je HajBeha mobena — mobeza Hajt coricTBeHUM erou3MoM. OH Hac Io3uBa Jia Oy1emMo
,»,DOXKHUjU JbyAU TAMO T7Ie jeCMO: y TIOPOIUIIH, y TAPOXHUjH, Y APYIITBY — KUBehU THXO,
CMHPEHO U BepHO XPUCTY.

Cretu AJtekcej ce mpasHyje 30. MapTa (17. MapTa o CTapoM KaJleH1apy).

Heka meroB mpuMep yKpeIu CBe Hac Jia, NaKOo JKHUBUMO Y CBETY, He ’KUBHUMO IIO AyXY CBETa,
Beh mo ayxy JeBanhesna.

Ceemrrenuk Biragumup Tep3uh



Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church
405 Huntwood Road, Swansea, IL 62226

Join us for a Lenten Retreat

DIVING DEEPER WITHIN!

Saturday, March 21, 2026
10 am to 3 pm

Guest Presenter:

Hieromonk Alexii Altschul
AbbotofArchangelMichaelandAllAngels Skete

in Weatherby, MO

Session I

St. Mary of Egypt, a Model of
Repentance for Us
10 am to 12 pm
(including Q and A)
Lenten Lunch and Fellowship
12 pm to 1 pm

Session 11

Climbing the Ladder of St. John Climacus
Insensitivity--The Passion of our Age, and
How to Overcome It
1 pm to 2:45 pm
(including Q and A)

The retreat and lunch are
complimentary
Free-will offerings are welcome

Great Vespers

For lunch purposes, please RSVP 3 pm

by March 13th to David Cassens
at Schmaive@gmail.com
with number attending
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Choir Chit-Chat

We are excited to announce we are hosting the annual Serbian Orthodox Choral
Association (SOCA) festival this year on October 9, 10, and 11th 2026. Several choirs
from the US and Canada will be participating and are already hard at work to make
this an enjoyable weekend.

This is a great opportunity to get to know folks from around the country and
reconnect with old friends. We hosted the Festival 10 years ago and are happy to do it
again!

You may not know this but your Holy Trinity Choir is 117 years old! We have been
here for our church through every war and depression remaining steadfast in our
commitment to glorify our Lord. If you are interested in getting to know us better and
being more involved in parish life please contact me or any other member of the choir
and come see what we are about! Who knows,you might just be our next star!

Please plan on attending this fun filled weekend and supporting your choir!
Be on the lookout for more details!

God Bless,
Nada Buha, Choir President

Young Adults Class

A new Young Adults Catechism class

began meeting every other Sunday after
Divine Liturgy, offering our Orthodox
young adults and recent young inquirers
an opportunity to deepen their
understanding of the Orthodox faith and
their life in the Church. Nik Chkautovich,
with the guidance and support of Father
Vladimir, will help participants navigate
the unique challenges of being Orthodox

during the early stages of adulthood,

SERBIAN ORTHODOX while providing a setting to learn, ask
YOUNG ADULTS questions, and grow in their knowledge

and love of our Orthodox faith.
Contact Nik at 314.406.4382 if you would
like to join the class.



2026 Pan-Orthodox Sunday Lenten Vespers

Sunday of Orthodoxy March 1, 2026 @ 5:00 pm
Saint Nicholas Orthodox Family Life Center
(potluck dinner after Vespers)

12550 S Forty Dr. St. Louis, MO 63141

) -\\-., Sunday of Saint Gregory Palamas March 8, 2026 @ 6:30 pm
-| Nativity of the Virgin Orthodox Church
g (light refreshments after Vespers)

416 Ewing Ave, Madison, IL 62060

Sunday of the Cross March 15, 2026 @ 6:30 pm
Ss. Cyril and Methody Orthodox Church
(light refreshments after Vespers)
4770 Maryville Rd, Granite City, IL 62040

Sunday of Saint John Climacus March 22, 2026 @ 6:30 pm
Saint Thomas Orthodox Church
(light refreshments after Vespers)
6501 Nottingham Ave, St. Louis, MO 63109

Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt March 29, 2026 @ 6:30 pm
Ss. Constantine and Helen Orthodox Church
(light refreshments after)
405 Huntwood Rd, Swansea, IL 62226




SPOMENKA’S
CORNER

COFFEE HOUR
As always, thank you to all of you who
support “Coffee Hour”. The signup sheet
has been moved to the bulletin board by
the bar. Coffee is provided by the church
but we ask that you set up and clean up
after coffee hour.
Jan 4 — Goran Abutovic and Snezana;
Jan 11 — Pedja Arnaut — snacks and
Louie had pizzas;
Jan 18 — none;
Feb 1 - no sponsor but last minute
pizzas by Louie L.;
Feb 8 - Superbowl Sunday ...Sharon
Shormas Wade;
Feb 15 - Melanie Relich and Georgia
Posey, In memory of their dear mother
Nada;
Feb 22 - Sunday school children recited

their deklamacijas after Holy Liturgy in
church. Friends of Sunday School
provided a pizza party and thanks to the
Sunday School for sharing with the
parish. What a great job they did...Many
thanks to our Sunday School teachers!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations to our former priest Very
Rev Fr. Ljubomir Krstic who was elevated
to Proto!

BISHOP NIKOLAJ FUND
Thanks so very much to Rajka Ries from
the Cleveland, Ohio area for her very
generous donation to our fund. This fund
was established to help those in need and
depends on donations from friends and
parishioners. Thanks to all who continue
to support!

THANK YOU
Badnje Vece - Many thanks to Nedeljko
Tomic for continuing to supply us with the
Badnjak. We had a lot of help decorating the
badnjak too! A large crowd gathered for the
celebration.
Thank you to the following:
Elaine Stager for arranging the dried fruit
and fresh fruit, Olivera Jandrasevic for
supplying cesnica, and Goran Kurtuma and
Ivan Nigacevic for preparing and donating
the vruce rakije (hot whiskey).

Congrats to the winner of the coin, Vuk
Mocevic. A beautiful coin collection was his
gift which was donated by someone who
choses to remain anonymous.

And we can’t forget the pig raffle...the
winner was Aleks Mitrovic...and thank you
Aleks for donating it the church. Great job
by our barbq crew led by Zoran Kurtuma!
Those that were here enjoyed it on Sunday.
Thank you so much!

DONATIONS
Happy to say that Holy Trinity delivered
sandwiches and 3 pans of mostaccioli along
with paper products, cleaning supplies, etc.
to Larry’s Corner in North St. Louis on
December 31st. This man cooks every day to
help those who lost everything in the
devastating tornado on May 16™. We also
donated 20 sleeping bags to this cause.
Thank you Dave and Casey for preparing
and delivering to Larry.

FOCUS
We are preparing the 1* meal of the year to
Focus on Sunday, February 15™; this is the 1
of three meals that we donate. When you see
Nick, please give him a cash donation as we
continue to stock their food bank.

st




Serbmn Orthodox Choral Association Presents
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HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
2026 Calendar/Kanenpap
March/ Mapra

March 1* - Sunday, Sunday of Orthodoxy /Heaema Mpasocnasmwa
10 am- Divine Liturgy/Cseta /lutypruja

March 4" - Wednesday
6 pm- Presanctified Liturgy/MpeheoceeheHa Niutypruj
7 pm- Catechism for Adults/BepoHayka 3a ogpacne

March 6" — Friday, Fish Fest 5—8 pm

March 8" —Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy/Cseta Jlutypruja

March 11" - Wednesday
6 pm- Presanctified Liturgy/MpeheoceeheHa Jiutypruj
7 pm- Catechism for Adults/BepoHayka 3a ogpacne

March 13" — Friday, Fish Fest 5—8 pm

March 15" - Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy/Cseta Jlutypruja

March 18" - Wednesday
6 pm- Presanctified Liturgy/MpeheoceeheHa Niutypruj
7 pm- Catechism for Adults/BepoHayka 3a ogpacne

March 20" - Friday, Fish Fest 5—8 pm

March 22" - Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy/Cseta Jlutypruja

March 25" - Wednesday
6 pm- Presanctified Liturgy/MpeheoceeheHa Niutypruj
7 pm- Catechism for Adults/BepoHayka 3a oapacne

March 27" - Friday, Fish Fest 5—8 pm

March 29" — Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy/Cseta Jlutypruja



HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
2026 Calendar/Kanenaap
April/ Anpun
April 1** - Wednesday

6 pm- Presanctified Liturgy/MpeheoceeheHa Jlutypruj
7 pm- Catechism for Adults/BepoHayka 3a ogpacne

April 3rd— Friday, Fish Fest 5—8 pm

April 4" -Saturday, Lazarus Saturday //lazapepa Cy6ota

10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeta Jlutypruja

3pm- Children’s Vrbica Retreat

5 pm- Vespers —Blessing of Willows / Beuepre —OcBehere Bpbuue

April sth™ - Sunday, Palm Sunday / LiBetu
10 am- Divine Liturgy / Ceeta Jlutypruja

April 7" — Tuesday, Annunciation / Bnarosectu
10 am- Divine Liturgy / Cseta /lutypruja

April 9" - Thursday, Great and Holy Thursday / Bennkn YetBprak
10 am- Divine Liturgy / Cseta Jlutypruja
6 pm- Reading of the 12 Passion Gospels / YnTarbe 12 JeBaHhemba

April 10" - Friday, Great and Holy Friday / Benuku Metak

10 am- Reading of the Royal Hours / Yutame Llapckux Yacosa

6 pm- Vespers- Presentation of the Holy Shroud / N3Howeme MnawTaHuue

7:30 pm Lamentations — Funeral of our Lord Jesus Christ / CaxpaHa locnoaa Ucyca Xpucra

April11th—Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy- Holy Saturday/Cgeta /lutypruja

8 am- Paschal Matins / BackpcHa JyTpemna
9 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeta J/lutypruja

10am Divine Liturgy / Ceta Jlutypruja

10 am Divine Liturgy / CBeTa Jlutypruja

April19" - Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy / CBeTa J/lutypruja

April 26™ - Sunday, Liturgy at Mount Hope Cemetery / lutypruja Ha ['po6my
9 am Divine Liturgy / CBeTa /lutypruja
10 am Blessing of the graves / 6narocnos rpo6oea
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