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The Way of the Cross-News of the Church of the Holy Trinity

Welcome to our monthly newsletter, where yowll find
reflections to nourish your spirit, important community
updates, and highlights of upcoming events. Each section is
designed to help you stay connected with the life of our parish
and deepen your walk with Christ.

Below, you'll see a brief overview of each section in this

issue along with the page number where you can find
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‘Holy Trinity Serbian
Orthodox Church

Raising Children in Faith, Tradition, and Love

Join us on Sunday, September 13th
for our first day of Sunday School.
Meet your Sunday School teachers.
Please bring a salad or side dish for
lunch, meat & desserts provided.
Inflatable game for the kids!
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\ Serbian Orthodox Choral Assoc. /
60" Anniversary Festival 2026

SUPPORT YOUR CHOIR!

(O==2 :
o— HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IS HOSTING =
THE 60oTH ANNUAL S.O.C.A. FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 9-11TH

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Friday, October 9th, 2026
6:00 - 11:00 pm— Welcome Social with Lenten food™ and cash bar — Music by Orkestar Becari
Saturday, October 10th, 2026
2:30 - 4:30 pm — Choral Concert (Choirs from Canada & the U.S.- free to public)
4:30 - 5:30 pm - Vespers Service (combined choirs)
6:00 - 6:30 pm — Happy Hour (Drinks and Bites)
6:30 — 11:00 pm- Banquet” (served 6:30-7:30), Dancing, and Musical entertainment
by Mladost & Friends (Dance only ticket is $20)
Sunday, October 11th, 2026
10:00 am — Divine Liturgy (combined choirs)
Luncheon® & Fellowship following Liturgy

All events are to be held at Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Church
1910 Serbian Drive, St. Louis, MO 63104
*All meals must be ordered in advance through BentoBox by September 25, 2026.

Use the link below to order meals (includes menu and pricing):
https://serbianchurchstlouis.getbento.com/online-ordering/holy-trinity-serbian-orthodox-church/menu/order-settings

If you would like to advertise your business or spotlight your family we are printing an Ad Book that will
be given to everyone who attends the weekend festival.
Cost is $200 for a full page ad
$100 for half page ad

Contact Festival Chair, Nik Chkautovich, with any questions or if you need any assistance.
314-406-4382
nchkautovich@gmail.com

Please come support your choir, meet new friends, and dance the night away!
We are looking forward to a fun weekend! Hope to see you there!

Nada Buha, Choir President


mailto:nchkautovich@gmail.com
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CHURCH BOARD PRESIDENT

September 13th begins the first day of Sunday School. It’s important to sign up
your children as soon as possible. Also, please contact her for any help she may
need in planning future events for Sunday School. Kris and her staff spend a
great deal of time in planning the curriculum and events to ensure the children
have fun together with learning about Holy Orthodoxy. Your participation by
volunteering to help them in any way possible is very much appreciated.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars regarding the 6oth Anniversary of the
SOCA Festival to be held on October 9th, 10th, and 11th.

Thank you once again for everyone’s help in all the programs and events that
support Holy Trinity.

In Christ,
Michael Vujnich

SERBIAN ORTHODOX
YOUNG ADULTS




Ceete myueHuiie Bepa, Haga, Jby6aB u majka um Coduja

Cgete myueHune Bepa, Haga u Jby6aB u muxoBa Majka Coduja >xusesne cy y PyroM BeKy, y BpeMe
puMcKor napa AapujaHa. Bune cy xpuirhazke koje cy ¢Boj >XMBOT mocBeTuIe XpUCTY M HUCY Ce
oZipeKJie CBOje Bepe HH OHAA KaJa Cy 300T ke O1Ie H3/I00KeHe CTPAIIHUM CTpafabuMa.

Coduja je cBoje Tpu xkhepu HazBana nmo Hajsehum xpunthanckum spaunama: Bepu, Hagu u
Jby6aBu. Hako cy 61me Beoma Mnazie — Bepa je umana asanaect, Haza secer, a Jby6as feBet
roguHa — GuIe cy YBpCTe y Bepu U Xpabpo cy ucrnoBeaune ume Xpucroso.

Kapa cy ux nosenu npep 1japa, 3aXTeBaHO je 07 bUX /1a ce OfipeKHy XPpHUCTa U IPUHECY )KPTBY
naraHckuM 6orosuma. OHe cy To ox6uie, ncnosenajyhu aa je muxos Lociox Ucyc Xpucroc jeRuHN
ucTUHUTHU Bor. 360r Tora cy 6une TOABPrHyTe CTPALIHUM MyderuMa. CBaka off lUX je mocTpasjana
Ha PasNIMYUT HAuMH, AJT1 HUjeHa HYje TOKJIeK/Ia HUTH Ce OApeKIIa CBOje Bepe.

HbuxoBa Majka Coduja Huje 6una nomrehena Hajpeher 60ma koju jegHa Majka MoXce Zja JOXKUBH.
I'mepana je kako weHe Mane kKhepu cTpagajy u ymupy 3a Xpucra. Mehytum, ona ux je xpabpuna ga
octaHy BepHe ['ocriozy U Aia ce He yIuIalile CTpafiaiba, jep je 3Hala A2 je IpUBPeMEHHU KUBOT
IpoJ1a3aH, a Aia je >KMBOT ca XpUCTOM BeyaH.

Iloce BUxoBOr My4eHUIITBA, Coduja je y3ena BUXOBA Tella U CAXPAaHUIIA UX Ca BETUKOM JbyOaBby
1 MonuTBoM. TpH IaHa KacHUje ¥ caMa je MUPHO npeAana aywy Lociony Ha BUxoBoM rpo6y. 3aTo
je LIpkBa mpocnasiba 3ajeAHO ca beHUM cBeTUM Khepuma.

Hbux0BO cTpaZiarke HaM ITOKa3yje Zia IpaBa Bepa HuUje caMo ped, Beh cipeMHOCT Aia ce YoBek oCTaHe
BepaH XpHUCTy ¥ OHAA Kafia je HajTexxe. Bepa, Haza u Jby6aB HUCY caMo MMeHa OBUX CBETUTEIbKH,
Beh Tpu TemepHe xpunrhancke BpnuHe. Bepom nosHajemo Bora, HajoM riejlaMo Ka BeYHOM
YKUBOTY, a Jby6aBIbY ce cjeumyjeMo ca Borom u 6nmxmuMa.

Ioce6Ho je cHakaH MpuMep BUxoBe Majke Copuje. OHa HaM ITOKa3yje LITA 3HAYU XpUIThaHCKa
MajYHHCKa Jby6aB — He CaMo /ia YyBa CBOjy A€Ly 32 0Baj 3eMaJbCKH KUBOT, Beh 1a ux yuu za Bone
Xpucra u aa 6yay cipeMHu ja My ocTaHy BepHH JI0 Kpaja.

3aro ce CBeTe myueHuile Bepa, Haza, Jby6as u majka um Coduja BekoBuMa nourtyjy y Lipksu kao
IpUMep BEpHOCTH, XpabpocTu, TpIbeha U JbybaBu npema Xpucry. Bbuxos >kuBoT Hac nogceha aa
HHUjeAHO CTpajiare Koje je MpeTpIbeHo ca XpUCTOM HUje Y3y iHO U /ia je U3HaJ CBaKe 3eMaJbCKe
Myke — Be4HH uB0T y IlapcTBy Boxxujem.

CeemrreHuk Bnagumup Tepauh




The Holy Martyrs Faith, Hope, and Love, and
Their Mother Sophia

The Holy Martyrs Faith, Hope, and Love and their
mother Sophia lived in the second century, during the
reign of the Roman Emperor Hadrian. They were
Christians who devoted their lives to Christ and
refused to renounce their faith even when they were
subjected to terrible suffering because of it.

Sophia named her three daughters after the greatest
Christian virtues: Faith, Hope, and Love. Although
they were very young—Faith was twelve, Hope was
ten, and Love was nine—they were strong in their
faith and courageously confessed the name of Christ.

When they were brought before the emperor, they
were ordered to renounce Christ and offer sacrifices
to the pagan gods. They refused, confessing that their
Lord Jesus Christ is the one true God. Because of this,
they were subjected to terrible tortures. Each of them
suffered in a different way, but none of them gave in
or renounced her faith.

Their mother Sophia was not spared the greatest pain a mother can experience. She watched as her young
daughters suffered and gave their lives for Christ. Yet she encouraged them to remain faithful to the Lord
and not to fear suffering, because she knew that earthly life is temporary, while life with Christ is eternal.

After their martyrdom, Sophia took their bodies and buried them with great love and prayer. Three days
later, she peacefully gave her own soul to the Lord at their grave. For this reason, the Church
commemorates her together with her holy daughters.

Their martyrdom teaches us that true faith is not merely a word, but the willingness to remain faithful to
Christ even when it is most difficult. Faith, Hope, and Love are not only the names of these holy martyrs,
but also three fundamental Christian virtues. Through faith we come to know God, through hope we look

toward eternal life, and through love we unite ourselves with God and with our fellow human beings.

The example of their mother Sophia is especially powerful. She shows us what Christian motherhood
truly means—not only to protect one’s children in this earthly life, but also to teach them to love Christ and
to remain faithful to Him to the very end.

For this reason, the Holy Martyrs Faith, Hope, and Love and their mother Sophia have been honored in the
Church for centuries as examples of faithfulness, courage, endurance, and love for Christ. Their lives
remind us that no suffering endured with Christ is ever in vain, and that beyond every earthly suffering
there is eternal life in the Kingdom of God.

Priest Vladimir Terzic




SPOMENKA'’S CORNER

COFFEE HOUR
We all thought summer was
over....whoo...kids are back in school,
but what’s with this heat...100 for the
first week of September? Hopefully this
is summer’s last blast! As always stated,
we are in need of sponsors; the sign-up
sheet is on the bulletin board at the hall

entrance by the bar. Please take a
minute to pick a date and share some
snacks with your friends. Coffee is
provided by the church; but you must
use the coffee that is alongside the
machine. Set up and clean up by the
SpoNsor.

Thanks to the following who did
sponsor coffee hour for the month of
August:

August 2nd- 2nd day of SerbFest
August 16th — Larry & Meg Zelenovich
August 23rd — Goran Mitrovic.

Thanks to all!

MISCELLANEOUS:

Happy Birthday to Ljubica (Lucy)
Krosnjar who reached 99 years old this
month. Mnogaja Ljeta....will all get ready
for that big 100" birthday party!

We also have 1 silver orthodox cross
available with a continuous chain for
$125...see Sharon if interested.

STEWARDSHIP:

We are truly appreciative of everyone’s
support of our Church and its ministries
through their annual stewardship
commitment of time, talent and treasure.
May God reward you for the good things
you do!

That’s it for now!

I ——

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

'As the old saying goes, “You don't truly know someone until
you've shared a pound of salt with them.” That's why, after
Divine Liturgy, coffee hour is one of the most meaningful

parts of our week at Holy Trinity.

It's a time to share food, strengthen friendships, and grow
together as a church family. Hosting is simple; bring a
dish to share, and everything else is provided. Whether
it's something small or more elaborate, your contribution

helps nourish both body and spirit.

Sign up by the kitchen or let Sharon know, and join us in

building community, one cup of coffee at a time!
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THE SISTERHOOD OF THE
MHATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
MOHNASTERY
Joyfuclly imvites you to foin ws in the
celebriation of our Slava on
MOMDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 2020.

The chtix'il}' will |N:g'm with
the Grear Vigil service on
Sunday, September 20 av 7:00 p.m,

On Monday, September 21, 2026, ar 10:00

a.m., the Hierarchical Divine Licurgy will be

served, followed hy the hh.-.s.xin.guf the slavski
kolag and Zivo, and a festive luncheon.

We nwrm."_r welcame -tﬂ‘,lr:ﬂ'r.igrnf nrm!ﬁ':'cmh o

Jfoin wes in prayerand thanksgiving on this foyous

Feast,

With love and prayers,

Abbess Makrina and the Sisterhood
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The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded in the Gospels or ather books of
the Mew Testament, however this Information can be found in a work dating from the
second century known as the Book of James or Protevangelion.

According to the story found in this book, Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were childless
for many years. They remained faichful o God, bue their pravers for a child were
unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the emple to make an offering, he was umed
Myl:lr the Hla;h Pelest whio chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his shame,
Joachim retreared to the hill country to live among the shepherds and their flocks,

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the same time at their house in
Jerusalem. An angel appeared vo both of them and announced that Anna would have a child
whose name would be known throughout the world. Anna promised vo offer her child asa
gift vothe Lord, Joachim returned home, and in due tme Anna bore a daughrer, Mary.
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CecTpHHCTBO MaHACTHpA
Pohjemsa [peceeTte
Boropoanmne
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NoHee/bakK,
21. cenrrembGpa 2026. rojgHHe.

[Tpochasa noumme
Bemrknm Baenijem y
neaeny, 20, cenvenbipa y 19:00 wacona,

¥ momenemar, 21, cenrrembpa v 10:00 wacona
cayaihe ce Coera Apxujepejora Jlnrypruja,
nakon koje he veneani oceehene Crancrnx
AHAMCHA B CBCTIHH Py K.

C padonily noawoaso cae acpie da wam ce
npdpywe ¥ cAyRii Body i Jaxedenocms
Fipecaemay wa osof padocnay cean.
(.'.r.:}'ﬁr:ir,nly B AL R M,
Mari MakpHHa ca CCCTPHHCTBOM

Polietie st pasin scunor [pecsere Bosopaaae imicy aabencein v Jenandensia i y
Apyring kanirasa Hosor sisera, 4w 0 TOME CHER0TH SCA0 I3 APYTOR BEKA AONTO kIO
Jawonaeno nporojesanlene.

[Tpessa mpare e one sassere, poasrneas Mapaje, Joamo i A, 2YT0 HHCY HALTH A2k,
Ocramm cy nepisn Bory, 278 mammose MOTITS: 31 20T¢ AYT0 iUy Gine yemmmene, [eanor mana,
KA fe [ 0aKEM ROWA0 ¥ XM 3 IPIRICCE SPTY, APROCHEITe K 1A e onfino n ykopio sbor
TOra o pesa noroscrea. [a Gi cakpro csof cTig, Joakins oo nosykao ¥ Gpuonnmi Kpaj aa
AT Mdl}' MACTHPINLE W ORI CTLIAMA,

Jow ce Joasmns soamo, meross s Ars O ¥ METOM TPERyTRY Mo ko kyhe y
Jepyeanmay. Anheo oc jasieo ofoss wobjanmo s ga he Ana poarn aere e he naee Gum
moaaearo o ceary caery. Ana je ofichasa 32 he cnoje acre nprmern Tocnomy kao aap. Joxcns
ce mparieo gomy, u ¥ oapeheno spese Ama poan chep, Mapujy.

A AR [
MWL K

R I1CA

Focus Gateway City has recently experienced a marked increase in the use of its food pantry. The pantry
was frequently running out of food, so the pantry is now sadly closed on Sundays during Sunday Supper.
It still operates during the Wednesday breakfast service. If you feel a Godly calling to assist this important
ministry, you may purchase pre-selected online food items that get shipped directly to Focus Gateway
City from the following address: https://tinyurl.com/FocusFoodPantry.

As a reminder, Focus Gateway City provides guests with breakfast and access to the food pantry on
Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 10:30 am. You may volunteer for breakfast service directly online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-56810254-breakfast#/

Holy Trinity will sponsor its final Focus Sunday supper of 2026 on December 20th. It is not too early to
volunteer online to assist in this food service: https://tinyurl.com/FocusSuppers2026.

In Christ,
Nick Dopuch




24th Annual IOCC Banquet

.‘*_;__ « Sunday, October4}2026 }

Trmlty Serblan Orthc;\doxChurch

The St. Louls 10CC Metropolltan Committee is inviting you to
celebrate the work of IOCC, hear updates about its programs in
places like Greece, the Holy Land, Ukraine, and the US, and enjoy
fellowship.

Annual Banquet Schedule
5:00 pm Vespers [ 5:30 pm Social Hour/Cash Bar | 6:15 pm Dinner
RSVP by September 19: https://give.iocc.org/event/st-louis-24th-annual-
iocc-banquet/e796669
Adult Ticket $40.00 / Student Ticket $25.00
Friend Sponsorship- No tickets included.
$100.00
Supporter Sponsorship- No tickets included.
$200.00
Patron Sponsorship- No tickets included.
$300.00
Sponsor Sponsorship- Two tickets included.
$500.00
Benefactor Sponsorship - Two tickets included.
$1,000.00
Grand Benefactor Sponsorship- - Two tickets included.
$5,000.00
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—+t~ ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN
<> MISSION CENTER

| Saturday, November 14th, 2026

! Vespers: 5:00 p.m.

Check-in: 5:30 p.m.

) Dinner & Presentation: 6:00 — 8:30 p.m

St. Thomas the Apostle
Orthodox Church
6501 Nottingham Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63109

Presenter: Dr. Kristina Mantasasvili

Proceeds to benefit the Metropolis of Buenos Aires in Argentina by purchasing basic office
equipment and electronic devices for pastoral and educational needs, along with much
needed ecclesiastical holy vessels to ensure the proper celebration of Divine Services.

$§:25‘tAddu Itst Name |:| Reserve ____adult seats x $42 and
uaents ___student x $22.

Register online or by :

= . X | t attend but losed

mailing this form with Address d%ir;?%natoeSCMé enclosedismy
checks made payable

to OCMC and ‘STL 0 I'd like to be an event sponsor
Dinner’' in the memo.

[ Defender ($1,000) [] Missionary ($100)
[ Guardian ($500) [ Disciple ($50)

||I Phone [J Mentor ($250)
I I lI E Special Diets
Email [] Vegetarian [ Gluten Free
I l. | | “ I
|I| l Ill ||| | I. Remit to: OCMC Benefit Dinner, c/o Registration, 5243 Creighton Dr. St. Louis, MO 63123 by Oct 31st!

I I WWW.OCI’T?C.Ol’g/mlSSIOﬂteOmSt/OUIS ® . o
E i .' III I. ! . Call 571-276-6541 or email missionteamsti@gmail.com for more info
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HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
2026 Calendar/Kanenaap
September /Centembap

September 6* - Sunday
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeta /lutypruja

10 am Divine Liturgy / Cseta /lutypruja

September13™-Sunday/ FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
10 am- Divine Liturgy / Ceeta /lutypruja

September19'"- Saturday
5 pm- Vespers [ Beueprbe

September 20™- Sunday
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeta /lutypruja

September 21st— Monday, Nativity of the Mother of God / Mana locnojunHa
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeTta Jlutypruja

10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeTa /lutypruja

™ Risto Kekich Rrealtor
@-* 314498-8449 _H

Al

Residential / Commercial b e e
Town and Country

Licensed in Missouri & lllinois (636) 394-9300

Experience. Dedication. Integrity.



HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

2026 Calendar/Kanenaap
October-OkTo6ap

October 4™ - Sunday

10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeTa Jlutypruja

Annual IOCC Banquet

5:00 pm Vespers | 5:30 pm Social Hour/Cash Bar | 6:15 pm Dinner *Reservations
required (see page 8)

October 9" Friday, Serbian Orthodox Choral Association Festival (S.0.C.A.)
6 -11 pm: Welcome Social posno dinner and music by Orkestar Becari

October10"'- Saturday - S.0.C.A. Festival

10 am Divine Liturgy- Memorial Saturday / CBeta J/lutypruja - 3agywiHuue
2:30 pm- Choral Concert

4:30 pm- Vespers [ Beuepme

6:30 pm - Banquet, Dinner, Dancing with Musical entertainment by Mladost

October11™-Sunday - S.0.C.A. Festival
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeta Jlutypruja
12 am- S.0.C.A. Closing of Festival Luncheon

October18™ —Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy / CeeTa J/lutypruja

October 25" - Sunday
10 am Divine Liturgy / CBeTa J/lutypruja

10 am Divine Liturgy / CBeTa J/lutypruja
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HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

2026 Calendar/Kanenpap
November/ HoBembap

November 7" - Memorial Saturday /3aaywHuue
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CeeTa /lutypruja

November 8" - Sunday, Great Martyr Demetrius / CBeTu

BennkomyueHuk Anmurpuje
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CeeTa /lutypruja

November 15" - Sunday
10 am- Divine Liturgy / Cseta /lutypruja
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeTa Jlutypruja

November 22"~ Sunday
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CeeTa /lutypruja

10 am- Divine Liturgy / CeTa /lutypruja

November 28"- Saturday (Nativity Fast Begins / TOYETAK MOCTA)
5 pm- Vespers [ Beueprse

November 29"- Sunday, Evangelist Matthew / Jevandelist Matej
10 am- Divine Liturgy / CBeTta /lutypruja
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	September 6st - Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      10 am- Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија
	September 11th– Friday,  Beheading of  St. John the Baptist / Усековање главе Свето ЈованаКрститеља
	10 am Divine Liturgy  /  Света Литургија
	September 13th - Sunday /   FIRST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
	10 am- Divine Liturgy  /  Света Литургија
	September 19th- Saturday
	5 pm- Vespers / Вечерње
	September 20th- Sunday
	10 am- Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија
	September 21st– Monday, Nativity of the Mother of God  /  Мала Госпојина
	10 am- Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија

	September 27th- Sunday,  Exaltation of the Precious Cross /  Крстовдан
	10 am- Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија


	Our Kolo in Action!
	HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

	2026 Calendar/Календар
	October-Okтобар
	Annual IOCC Banquet
	5:00 pm Vespers | 5:30 pm Social Hour/Cash Bar | 6:15 pm Dinner *Reservations required (see page 8)
	October 9th- Friday,  Serbian Orthodox Choral Association Festival (S.O.C.A.)
	October 10th- Saturday - S.O.C.A. Festival
	10 am  Divine Liturgy- Memorial Saturday /  Света Литургија - Задушнице
	2:30 pm- Choral Concert
	4:30 pm- Vespers / Вечерње
	6:30 pm - Banquet, Dinner, Dancing with Musical entertainment by Mladost
	October 11th – Sunday   - S.O.C.A. Festival
	12 am- S.O.C.A. Closing of Festival Luncheon
	October 25th - Sunday
	10 am Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија
	October 27th - Tuesday, Venerable Mother Paraskeva / Преподобна Мати Параскева
	10 am Divine Liturgy / Света Литургија

	2026 Calendar/Kалендар
	November /  Новембар
	HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
	November 21st-  Saturday, Archangel Michael / Аранђеловдан
	November 24th- Tuesday, St. Stefan of Decani / Свети Стефан Дечански
	November 28th- Saturday (Nativity Fast Begins / ПОЧЕТАК ПОСТА )
	November 29th- Sunday, Evangelist Matthew / Jevanđelist Matej



